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That the Exportation of Wooll is de- 
ſtructiveto this KI NGDOM. 


W HEREIN 


Is alſo Shewed the abſolute neceſſity of promoting our 
Woollen Manufacture, and moderating the 
Importation of ſome Commodities, and 
Prohibiting others. 


With ſome eaſte Expedients tending thereunto, 
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A the Opinion debated in the 
following Papers be frequently 
found among worthy men, and ſuch 
who truly love their Country, -yet1 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect "tis of Forreign Origt- 
nal cunningly introduc'd ad? trim'dup 
like a Native, the eaſier in ſuch a diſ- 


guiſe, to cajole men of no ordinary cir- 


cumſpection, and who1n truth aiming 
onely at.the commow:welfare of their 
Country, would abhor (whatever 0- 
ther men may do)to betray it to the in- 
tereſt of a ſtranger. 

That 'tis of Forreign production may 
modeſtly be preſum'd from the neceſsi- 
ty the Forreigner hath for our wooll to 
mix with theirs, and without which 
they can ſcarce make a tolerable piece 


of Drapery, from their ſabtil contrivan- 


ces to purloyn it from us, eyen at any 
A. 3 CX- 
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To the Reader. 
expence and hazard, and from the fu- 
perlative advantages they may gain by 


Commerce,and employing their people 


if once our Laws wererepeal'd, which 


render it hazardous, ſcarce and charge- 


ableto them : ſo that you ſee what ever 


gaudy diſguizes for our advantage, for- 
ſooth, the Adjutators have clap't on the 


defign, do but ſnatch off the Vizard, 


and preſently a Forreigner appears in 


Maſquerade : who(kind man !)deſign- 
ing our good equal to the reſt of his 
Neighbours, and fearing other opera- 


tions may work too ſlowly, preſcribes 


us this infallible Doſe ; ---from which 
good Þ ord deliver ns. 


The reſs IT leave to be diſcharg'd by the following Papers, 


which aiming onely at the honour and welfare of my King 


and Country, way be, T hope, as candidly accepted. 
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this Kingdom, 


Aving lately in diſcourſe with ſome perſons of Quality, 


obſerved an Opinion favouring the repeal of the Laws 

now in force reſtraining the Exportation of Wooll, (a 
diſcourſe of harſh ſound to my old Eng!:ſh underſtanding) I could 
not then refrain from offering ſuch Reaſons as then occur'd againlt 
a matter of ſach pernicious conſequence, however the contrary 
may be underſtood by Gentlemen who truly love their Country 3 
what through incogitancy, or want of time, I then omitted, Inow- 
in love to my Country, offer to conſideration, 

{ wiſl, to proceed clearly, ſet down, in the firſt place, the rea- 
ſons alledg'd for Repealing thoſe Laws,ſo far as Ican collect from 
the favourers of that Opinion, and then briefly give my reaſons to 
the contrary z modeſtly ſubmitting my ſelf to the Judgment of: 
Reader. 


1. Our flore of wooll (ſay they) ſo great, that we have ſuf- 
ficient both for our ſelves and Netghbours, 

2, Its freeand unreſirained Exportation will occaſion a great 
encreaſeinits price, which will ſuſtain our drooping Rents, and 
araw conſiderable ſums of mony from abroad, for ſo deſtrable a 
Commoaity. 

3. That tho we uſe all care imaginable to prevent its Exportati- 
on, yet our Neighbours, by means of our own people, draw great 
quantities from us, 

4. 'Tis to ſmall purpoſe to keep our wooll at home, for that Irc- 
land ſupplies our Neighbours therewith to a great degree. | 

5. This prohibition of wooll 1s a new prattice, unknown to us till 
within theſe twenty years, and yet before that time, both wooll and 
Drapery yielded the beſt Rates for above 60 years laſt paſp.. 


To the firſt 7 Anſwer, 
T, That I conceive our yearly encreaſe of Wooll is now no: 
greater than when the Rates were double, nay treble, to what- 
A. 3: FE they. 
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| (2) 
they now are; andif ſo, the fall and meanneſs of the price proceeds 
purely fromthe loſs of forreign Markets for our Drapery,and from 
ourown forſaking the wear of it, and not fromthe quantity above 
what we had 30 or 4.0 years ago. 

2. *Tis very manife{t how the Rates of Wooll theſe laſt 15 or 
16 years, have gradually faln.from bad to worſe, and how as by 
degrees we haveencreaſ'd in the wearing of Silk, Camlets, and 
frowlie French Druggets, and as our Neighbours, eſpecially the 
French, have enlarg'd their woollen Manufa&ture by means of 


hg 


our wooll,. which they mix with theirs, juſt ſo have the Rates of 4 


* this Commodiry with us ſunk almoſt beyond belief. 

3. That ſeeing we have a multitude of people, who for want 
of employment, want bread, and that the price of Wooll here 
is ſo low as to tempt us to let out that commodity, which the 
wiſdom of this Trading Age hath. hitherto ſecur'd under Public 
Prohibitions, as being the prime fund of our Trade and 
Navigation, and which is ſo neceſſary to our active Neighbours, 
thatno Laws, how Penal ſoever, have yet totally debar'd them 
from it, what do we elſe by ſuch a deſign, but declare that hence- 
forth, being not able to manage that Manufacture, we abandon 
all thoughts of an advantagious commerce, neceſlitate our people 
to live on us, or dye at our doors, and ſurrender to our Neigh- 
bours that Manufacture for which we were once ſo notorious ? is 
not this, at once, zo caſt the Childrens bread to ſtrangers; and to 
remain for ever without hopes to maintain, after ſuch a derelicti- 
on, any Manufacture which our Neighbours may hav a mind to 
ſnatch from us ? 

4. If our Neighbours could have Wooll as good to all intents 
and purpoſes, and as plentifull and cheap from other Countries, 
it might peradventure, be. adviſable, how far we ought to keep 
ours at home; but the caſe being otherwaies, and they (our Ri- 
vals) being not able to carry on that Manufacture effeQtually with- 
out it, it ſeemsa great miſtake and dangerous to ſpare it on any 
terms, | et —S | = 

To the ſecond Reaſon; That it will occaſion the Rates of wooll 
toriſe, and thereby ſuſtain our arosping Rents, Cc. 

003” 26-30-111 Wafer. - 
I; 'The wear and uſe-of Silk, Camlets, &c. have ſo far ſup- 
Planted that of Drapery in Exrope, that we muſt never rationally 
expect 


* 


| (3) 
expect thoſe Rates for Wooll which were uſually given 3oor 40 
years ago, 

2, If we find bad markets for Drapery now Wooll is cheap,'tis 
very improbable our Neighbours will take ſo much Wooll-from 
us as to raiſe the price thereof to that degree as may ſuſtain our 
falling Rents; for the dearer we ſell them our Wooll the dearer 


«they mult ſell their Drapery, and conſequently ſell ſo much leſs; 


or c!ſe it wil] be our ſhame or ill fortune that they ſhall vent much 
Drapery made of dear Wooll, and we vent little or none, now 
wooll is cheap. 

3. The more Markets our Neighbours ſupply with Drapery, 
by means of our Wooll, the leſs Drapery we muſt Export; the 
reaſon 1s, becauſe there is a certain and determined quantity 
of Cloth conſum'd by the Trading world ; whence it mult nece(- 


| farily follow that ſo much wooll as they receive from us, ſo much 
leſs Drapery we our ſelves ſhall Export, and conſequently the 


Price of wooll remain the ſame it was before thoſe Laws were 
repeal'd. 

4. Upon repealing thoſe Laws we may bid adue to the Expor- 
tation of Drapery ; the reaſon is, becaufe our Neighbours live, 
work and Navigate cheaper than we; and having once our wooll 
in common, muſt neceſſarily underſell, and beat us out of Trade : 
it being a great miſtake to imagine that the Exportation of onr 
wooll and Drapery may conſiſt together ; and as great a miſtake 
to ſuppoſe that the pretended encreaſe of the Rates of wooll oc- 


\ caſioned by an allowance of its Exportation, may ballance the 


miſchiefs accrewing thereby; becauſe a pound of wooll Manufa- 
Gnr'd and Exported, is of more worth to 14 by employing our people, 
than ten found experted raw at double the preſent rate; unleſs, 
which is not reaſonable to imagine, we could introduce ſome other 
better employment for them. 

5. If our Neighbours tread on our heels in this Manufacture, 
begin to ſupply us with their Drapery at home, and to ſupplant us 
therewith abroad, having onely their own corſe wooll; which 
they mix with ours obtain'd at dear rates (by reaſon of ſecrecy and 
many chargeable contrivances alwaies attending a prohibited traf- 
fick) there is no doubt, when once the prohibition is remov'd, and 
they by that means plentifully ſupply'd therewith(which in an open 


and allowed commerce is alwaies cheapeſt) but that =_ 
wi 
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will ſoon beat us wholly out of that Trade, and by conſequence t 


ere long outof all other Commerce and Navigation to boot.” 


6, Every-pound of our W ooli now worth five pence(and which 


makes about a yard of broad Cloth worth 8 or 9 -.) being Ex- 
. potted, and mixt with our Neighbours coarſe Wooil, helps them 
ro make 3 or 4 yards of Cloth, which probably hinders us of all 
that advantage, which by employing our people, would other- 


wayes accrew to us, beſides the benefit of Commerce and Navi-”. 


gation > which muſt decline as our Drapery leflens, and as we lar- 


gniſh by ſending out our Treaſure to Import Apes and Peacocks : | 


what the conſequence thereof may be, when the moſt formidable 
and daring Nation ts viſibly ſeizing on Trade,. and the Ocean, is 
obvious ro every reaſonable man; and how His Majeſtics Revenue 
may be ſupply'd, when our Manufactures are Jo{t, our Treafure 
walted, and Rents ſubdu'd, by our exceſs in Forreign Commodi- 
ties, is worthy of conſideration, 

7. The Exportation of our Wool! will be ſo farre from ſuſtain-' 
ing our drooping Rents, that tho we may Export the whole year- 
ly growth thereof, yet I conceive it will not anſwer the value of our 
Drapery, which hitherto we have yearly Exported, and by conſe- 
quence, ſo much loſs muſt redound to us, as the wool! Exported 
may be of leſs value than our Drapery ; without any confiderati- 
on had tothe want of employment for our people, or to the infig- 
nificant Navigation which the freight of wool! will occaſion, com- 
par'd with that of Drapery ; and how Politic it may be to leſſen 
the value of our Exits, which already are ſo trivial and ſo exceed- 
emgly Overballanc'd by tmportations to foment our luxury, I leave 
zo the judgement of every man, who conſiders that 'tis the Exportas. 
710 of the Growth and Manufattures which deſerve the name of 
Trade, and makes a Nation rich, 

8. But ſuppoſe that by repeal of the Laws the value of onr 
W ooll ſhould riſe conſiderably (which for the reaſons already 
given is very improbable) whereby our Neighbours ſhould be 
enabled to manage that important Manufacture, which otherwiſe 
they could never effect, mult it not neceſſarily follow that as they 


enlarge their Drapery ſo ours muſt leſſen, and gradually ſhrink to 


nothing, our Navigation decline for want of ſo ſtaple a Commo- 
dity wherewith to Traffic, our Treaſure yet more convey'd abroad 
to manage a wanton and Luxurious Commerce, multitudes of our 


people 


%. 


(s) | 
© people who ſubſiſted by that ManufaQture Expos'd to ruine, 


and as many in every Age, th:reoy becoming uteleſs and poor, 
mult become chargeable,and may become dangerous tothe King- 
dom ;all which mult and will inevitably ſubdue our Rents to a de- 
gree farre beyond any reiief or benefit we may reaſonably expect 

trom any encreaſe of the price of wooll, occaſioned by the re- 


. peal of our Law:s: hence an experienced Merchaar, who in other 


Commodities was himſelf a great ſmuglcr,us'd to ſay, that the 
offence of exporting wooll was like the ſin againſt rhe Holy Ghoſt, 
not tobe forgiven; Can the injury then be leſs to the Common- 
Wealth if it goout by a Law? | 


The preſent Parliament hath had right ſentiments in this mat- 
ter, when(as by the Preamble of the Stitute may appear) for the 
better ſetting en work. the Inhabitants of this Realm, and to the in- 
rent that the full and beſt uſe and benefit of the principal native com- 
modities thereof, may come unto the Subjefts of the ſame, and not 
unto the Subjelts of Forreign Realms as heretofore, they prohibited 
the Exportation of this Commodity : the like care and. good 
meaning did alſo appear in them (however perverſe and filly peo- 
ple have hitherto rendred it uſeleſs) when for the encouragement 
of our woollen Manufatture, and prevention of the Exportation of 
our monies for the buying and importing of Linnen (the very words 
of the Preamble) they enacted, thar none ſhould be buried in other 
than woollen : Now he that ſhould Vote for the Exportation of 
wooll and cenſure the Act for burying in woollen, muſt invert 
every period of theſe moſt excellent Preambles, and ſay, That for 
the better employing the Subjefts of Forreign Realms, andto the in- 
tent the beſt uſe and benefit of the principal Native Commodities of 
this declining Kingdom may come unto the Subjetts of Forreign 
Countries, 4s one, two, or 3OO years ago it did, and be nolonger 
continued unto the people of this Realm, as has been us'd by the 


. ſpace of Go years laſt paſt ; and ta the intent that the woollen Mx 


nufafture may be diſcouraged, and the Exportation of Aomies en- 
creas'd to buy and import Linnen from our truſty Neighbours, 
eſpecially the French, /:c wooll be freely exported, and none buri- 
edn woollen, except ſuch as dye of cold diſeaſes. 

To the third Reaſon for repealing our Laws; That our Neigh= 
bours with the help of our people get great quantities of our wooll 
B | daily 


(6) | 
daily from:us notwithRanding thoſe Laws to the contrary, 
; 1 inſwer, | 

7. . That ſuch praCtices are ſhrewd evidences of what eſteem: 
thit commodity is among them, and that what is thus purloyn'd 
colt the Receiver dear, by reaſon of ſecrecy, ſubtil contrivan- 
ces, &c. as hath been already hinted, (for who will venture 
hanging for notning?)which upon repzaling thoſe Laws:will come: 
frecily to them without any ſuch incumbrances, and conſequent- 
ly cheaper, . whereby they may be enabled to conteſt with us in: 
this important ManufaQture on even terms. 

2, Our Neighbours by theſe undue praQtices either have or 
have not ſufficient of our wooll already; if they have, there 
will be no need of repealing thoſe Laws, and we may jultly 
charge the preſent dullneſs of Forreign Markets for our Drape- 
ry upon the export of our wooll by theſe vile practices; which 
mult. needs grow worſe when thoſe Laws are repealed; bur if 
they have not enough by reaſon of the prohibition, let us thank 
the Laws for it; and yet obſerve that 'tis a pregnant argument 
that by our. wooll, thus unduly obtain'd, they manage a conſi- 
derable Manufacture, for it ſeems they get great quanties from 
265 3 and that if they had more they. would enlarge their com- 
merce, which muſt neceſſarily undermine and leſſen ours. 

3. It is better particular perſons do acts hurtſul to the Public 
againſt Law, than for want of a Law, becauſe this latter would 
reflect on the wiſdom of the Government. | 

4-. Should we repeal the Laws againſt the Exportation of 
wooll, becauſe againſt Law wooll is Exported we ſhould tran- 
ſcribe their wiſdom that would repeal Laws againit felony, be+ 
cauſe ill men contrary to Law commit Robberies; or imitate 
thoſe who wi!l not ſhut their doors becauſe Thieves ſometim 
break in at the windows. | 

To the fourth reaſon, That 'tis to ſmall purpoſe to keep our wooll 
at home, fer that Ire'and ſupp'tes our Neighbours therewith, &c, 


; T Anſwer. | 
g. If this be true, it is to ſmall purpoſe to permit its 
Exportation in hopcs to put a better value on it, which is 
© the moſt avowc.d reaſon for the repeal : for if our Neighbours 
.3be plentifully ſupplyed therewith from Ireland, where *tis much 
| | cheaper 
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cheaper: at preſent then with-us, (and probably ever will) there 
is ſmall reaſori: to. expect; better Rates for Ours : for who will 
give us fix pencefor that pound of wooll which in /re/and may 
be had:for fotr- pence? unleſs it may be granted th:t ours is 
better than that of /reland ; which few of the Adiutarors will, 
ſor certain Reaſons, be willing to confeſs, | 

- 2, If the Iriſh wooll enables the Forreigner to carry on that 
Manufacture to a degree hurtful to vs, we have ſmall reaſon to. 
alhiſt them further therein by affording them ours, ſecing they 
enjoy advantages too many already; leaſt we immitate thoſe 
g00d men, who break the pot becauſe their wives break the 
pitcher; ruine our ſelves becauſe /reland hurts us. 


To theJa(t reaſon,that the prohibition of wooll is a new practice 
unknown to us till within this twenty years, and yet before that 
time both Wool/and Drapery yielded the beſt Rates, for above 
60 years la{i paſt, 

T Anſwer. 

. 1, . That'tis very true, but it does not follow that the prohibi- 
tion was therefore unneceſſary, or that the ſame brought a preju- 
dice upon either ; but thatother reaſons already given, mult be 
aſſigned for the fall and meanneſs of the Rates of thoſe Commo- 
dities;it being no wates queſtionable,but that the exportation of 
our Drapery had long ſince expired, had not the prohibition of 
wooll tnterpos'd. - 

---2, Statutes are' provided to anſwer the preſcnt emerggncie 
- and reaſon of :Aﬀaires, andadapted to the occaſion and Intereſt 
of the Age wherein-they are made, ſo that what was judg'd 
unneceſſary in former Ages, may be of ſuperlative uſe in this; 
and if the reaſon thereof again ceaſe, may beas iaſignificant in 
the next. 

. 3. We had nonecd of ſuch reſtraining Laws long before they 
wereenacted;for till the peace of Mnnfter, England alone enjoy'd 
almoſt the whole Manufacture of Exrope : But France (who then 
alſo receiv*d woollen Drapery from us) agitated ſince that peace 
by a moſt ſagacious Counſel (who underſtands tne advantages 
of ManufaQtures and Navigation) and fild with an active and 
enterprizing people, *has unhappily added that Manufacture to 


the many other advantages they enjoy for commerce, above _ 
B 2 orner 
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: (8) 
other Nations ; ard hath' all things propitious forthe managing 


thereof except fine- wooll, ſuch as ours is, to mix with their 
own: Muſt our Anceſtours proceedings then who were go-: 
vern'd by reaſons farre different from ours, be preſidents to us 2: 
or is it not rather high time to employ our utmolt skill to retain. 


ſo neceſſary a Commedity at home. 

7 have late'y met with one Merchant of no ſmall pretences to the 
entriguesof Trade, who, although he will not allow that the Rates 
of wooll may encreaſe upon the repeal of our Lawes, (which 1s the 
prime reaſon alleadged for repeal of the prohibition) yet aſſirms that 
if the probibition were remov'd and ane Impoſts charg'd upon wooll, 
it might thereby, better than by the prohibition, be either retain'd 
at home, or rendred ſo chargeable to our Neighbours that we might 
have ſufficient advantages over them in that Manifaiture, 

To which, 7 anſwer. 

T. That he which affirms all this,. muſt maintain that either his 
Majelties Officers of His Cuſtoms will be more induſtrious to 
collect the Duties,and Impoſts fo to be charg'd on this Commodi- 
ty, than thcy were to make Seizures of ir by vertue of the pro- 
hibition, tho they hada Moyety of the Seizure, or that the 
Exporters will be more conſciencious in paying His Majelties 
Impoſts, than they were in obeying His Laws which prohi- 
bited the Exportation, tho they ventured their necks into the 
bargain, or that the Forreigner may be leſs deſirous of it after 
the repeal than before. | | 

Ze The Impoits mult be either much, or little; if much, it may 
be worth venturing to ſave the payment ; asis too frequently 
practic'd in payments of the like Nature; but if they be little; 
the payment of them will be eaſily ballanc*'d by the advantages 
our Neighbours have over us. incheap dyet, labour, &c. as has 
been already ſhewed. 

If, to what has been ſaid, it be reply'd that it ts better export 
wooll, then neither wooll nor Drapery. 

. T1 Rejoyn, 

I, That itis ſo, were it true that we exported no Drapery,and 
remain'd without hopes of ever ſharing again in Forreign Mar» 
kets : but thanks be to God matters are not yet arrriv'd to ſoill 
terms, and probably never will, unleſs ſome aſpiring Neighbour 
(who may deſign to engroſs all Traffic) beatus out of the Medi- 
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\ terranean; Sea, or that we: let out our wooll by a Law. | 

L 2. If wedoyet more effeQually provide to keep our wooil at 
home, 'tis a thouſand to one but our Drapery will off : but if 
once-we export our wooll by a Law (charge it with what Impolt, 
and confine it to what Ports and ſeaſons you pleaſe, as ſome vain- 
ly or lilypropoſc)we may bid an Eternal adieu to theExportation 
of. our woollen Manufacture, 
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the French? to whatend ? to employ their people, and carry on 
a ManufaQure as univerſal as their other deſigns, have they not - 
of late charg'd our Drapery with heavy impoſitions, meerly to 
diſcourage its coming among them, the-better to employ their 
own people ? and mutt we then return the civility with ſuch ad- 
vantage to them ? | 
4. And laſtly, to export our wooll becauſe at preſent we want 
vent for our Draperyzis for ever to confirm in that want; andisa 
choyce like pulling down my houſe for fear it may be burnt, or 
« like hanging my ſelf leaſt any other kill me. 
If I be aikid what we ſhall do with our wooll ſeeing its Expor- 
tation is of ſuch dreadfull conſequence, andour Drapery ſo neg 
lefted at hame,, | | 


+ Who will buy our wooll, ſeeing we ſlight it our ſelves ? will 


FT Anſwer, 

7. That tho we cannot impoſe our Drapery. on our Neigh- 
bours, yet we might eaſily nick ſome of them in their Wines, 
Brandies, and Bawbles, which are as neceſſary for them to vent 
as Drapery is for us, and are as unprofitable for us to receive. 
And. ſurely we might alſo provide yet better to keep our wooll 


1 at home. 


2. And Secondly, ſeeing the generality of Mankind purſues 
rather vain examples than rules of Reaſon, and wants judgment 
trodiſcern things hurtful to the Public Authority, kath frequent- 
ly preſcrib'd the SubjeQt.in point of Clothes: and he that conſi- 
ders the habitof our peopleat this day, might ſuppoſe ilk, and 
not wooll the native commodity of this Kingdom. 

1 therefore bumbly propoſe. | 

7. That the Laws againſt the Exportation of wooll be. conſult- 
ed, and if upon enquiry they appear too ſhort to reach all the 
tricks and contrivances of the enormous Exportors, to provide 
yet further remedies againſt them ; propoſipg eſpecially large 

rewards. 
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rewards arid CharaGtets of eli : 


rds a} Charaftets of clieemt0 thoſe who hall, arany I 
rings COSOger the Managers: of ſo ruinqus a Cormrilerce 3-rhe MN © 


+. 


- ponithirtg of whoſe” Eftate (if they hayeany)) and not the per- Þ ,, 
| ſons, being poſſibly themolt effeCtual means'toaniinate informati- ba 
ons ; becauſe moſt men would rather make dicoveries, inthis b; 
caſe, for gain to: themſelves, than onely bring corporal punifh- | 
ment on others ; .and where the Criminals have no Eftite,” and | 
gre not apprettended to receive'duc puniſhment, tors 
Hundred, as in caſes of Robberies, ought tobe fin'd to pay theJ®;; 
Informer; it being certain, the Neighbourhood knows the Cri- Þ 6 
minals and their Intrigues, and might without much difficulty | + 
cither apprehend or drive them out of the Country : and 'tis | s 
"worth: enquiry how farre ſome of thoſe very perſons commiſſio- | 
nated to prevent theſe praptices, are themſelves guilty of foment- | 
ing them, as ſome do report : and'then beſides, the wayes and f, 
methods to purſue theſe ' offendors and retover the Fines, ought - 
to be as plain, ſiort, and eafie, as the wiſdom of a Counſei can 1 
contrive : and where the diſcoveries are made by any one Em- oF 4 
*ployed in theſe practices, dcmalty and Rewards ought tobe | | 
Pprovided.for him alſo; and*thatſuch & Difcoverer, or other ſingle \ 
witneſs (tho he hath profit thereby) ought to be ſufficient evi- | | 
dence, becauſe it is a work of Darkneſs, and more diltruftive | 
than Robbery; it being better for us to run the harxird; that | _ 
one man in ſeven years be injured by the perjury ol an Informer, | F 
than that 'fo many vile Offenders eſcape for want of witneſs,who f 
have no benefit by the Seizureand* evidence. | 
_ 2, Thata Law might pafs that every man uſing any Manual F | 
Occupation, Trade or Miltery, Inholders, Marrinersand Ma- T | 
iters of Ships, and every perſon of like quality, not having an | } 
'Eſtate,Real and Perſonal to fuch a value,and the wife, widow and | 
children of every ſuc, andthe Child of every perſon not ha- | ; 
vingan Eſtate Real and Perſonal, to be limited by the Statute, | -} 
being undereighteen years of Age, (the Eftates to be proved up- 
on Oath) who thall wear any manner of Girment or Stockings 
made of other then wooi, flax, hemp, Cotten or. Cgllico, ſhall for 
every offence forfeit tothe Poor of, the Parith where the offence | | 
ſhalt be committed,a;valuableSnumzand every Servani{other then 
the Domeſtics offome Peers of the Realm)offending in the premi- 


ſcs, ſhall forfeir the like Sun; unteſs it appear upon Oath that the | 
Garment | 


LIMI 


bands, Parents, &c. and for want of ſuch Diſtreſs, Imprifor- 
ment without Bayle, &c. And for the morevigorous execution! 
of ſo neceſſary a work, the two next Jultices under ſomepe- 
nalty yearly to nominaterand ſwear two or more honeſt Inhabi- 
tants of every Pariſh to execute the faid Act ;-who, for 'their 


- Freater encouragement may receive ſome part of theFine. And 


if any one pretend this Law may prejudice ſome thoufands of 
Silkweavers, ſome Mercers, &c, I more truly affirm the ſame 
will be abundantly recompenced by raiſing the Rates of Wool, 
which will refreſh our Rerits, by providing: Employments 
for four times tharnumber of Breakers, Kembers; Carders,'Spin- 
ners, Weavers, Fullers, Shearmen, Clothier?, Dyapers,' &-6,”*anfl 
by reducing an extravagant People toa decent atid modeſt Appa- 
rel: And if His Majeſty, by paſſing fuch a Bill, may poſſibly 
looſe ſomething at preſent in His Cuſtoms, it will be happily 
ſupply'd by the glory redounding thereby to His Governmeut, 
by the hearty thanks and prayers of His intelligent Subjects, for 
ſo gracious an Act, and by continuing us in a condition to make 
good and ſoſtain ſo ſplendid a Revenue z which will be impoſſi- 
ble to do, if we {till forſake and diſuſe our Growths and Manu- 
factures, and continue to conſume ſo muchof the Ferreign. 

3. And Laſtly, whereas the late Statute for burial in V Vool- 


_ len hath not wrought the intended good effect, for want of Of- 


ficers to inſpect its execution, I humbly propoſe that ſome one 
honelt Inhabitant of every Parith be,Iby chetwo next Juſtices of 
the Peace,under ſome penalty,yearly nominated and ſworn to in- 
ſpect the Corps the Morning before interrment, and certifie the 


Miniſter under his hand that the Cefunct is wrapt according to 


the Statute; for which Certificate tne ſearcher thall from the 
Executor, &c, (in caſe the defunct paid ſcot and lot) receive 
ſome ſmallſee : and without which Certjicate, the Miniſter un- 
der ſome penalty, my not {nnume the Corps: a penalty pay- 
able to the poor of the Pariih, and teniably by warrant from two 
Juſtices of the Peace, being aiſo laid on thoſe who ſhall not com- 
ply with the ſaid Statute, or. ſhall diſturb the Officer in doing 

A 


his duty. 
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may not have been ſo lucky to draw out ſuch conquering Argu- 
ments as the ſuþject may afford, yet arguments there are, invin- 
cible in the caſg), ----and that we mult by all the Mothods imagi- 
nable, promore the Manufalture and wear of our own woollen, 
moderate the conſumption of Wines, Silks and Camlers, prohibit 
Brandy, Coffee, and other idle and new fangled liquors, which 
bindring the expence of our own wholeſome drinks, ſubdur our 
Rents, prevent the importatation of a thouſand trifles, which 
draw our Treaſure from us, obviate Forreign Deſizns, and keep 
our Wooll at home, or periſh, 


4 


